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BODDINGTON GOLD SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt � Minister for Regional Development) [2.05 pm]: I am pleased to 
announce approval of $780 000 royalties for regions regional grants funding to the Peel region�s Boddington 
gold social infrastructure project. The Peel region�s royalties for regions funds are already being used to leverage 
other funding. The Shire of Boddington has applied for more than $2.6 million through the Australian 
government�s regional and community infrastructure funding program for this and other projects, and the Peel 
Development Commission has applied for more than $8 million from the Australian government�s housing 
affordability fund for housing in Boddington. The funds will be managed by the Peel Development Commission 
and the projects will be delivered by the Shires of Boddington and Murray. Four projects are funded: stage 1 of 
the Boddington main street upgrade, $380 000; stage 1 of the Boddington recreation centre design and 
documentation, $200 000; the Dwellingup footpath network upgrade, $150 000; and Dwellingup community 
development, $50 000. 

The Peel is one of Western Australia�s major mineral-producing regions, a fact that is sometimes not recognised 
in Perth. The most recent figures, for 2007-08, place Peel as WA�s third-largest region by value of minerals and 
petroleum. In February I visited Boddington with my ministerial colleague the member for Wagin. We visited 
the Boddington goldmine and parts of the BHP Billiton Worsley Alumina Boddington bauxite mine, and 
received briefings from management, the Peel Development Commission, and the Shires of Boddington, 
Wandering and Murray. 

The scale of the Boddington goldmine project is impressive. It will be the largest open-cut goldmine in Australia 
and the only operating goldmine on the doorstep of a capital city. It is a $3.5 billion expansion project and has 
been under construction since 2007. It will commence operation by mid-2009. It is estimated that the mine�s 
production will average approximately one million ounces of gold per year in the first five years and 
approximately 850 000 ounces of gold per year over the 25-year life of the mine. Copper extraction will average 
30 000 tonnes per year over the life of the mine. The full economic impact of the project during operation is 
estimated at $550 million per year to the Peel regional economy and $770 million per year to the Western 
Australian economy. The operational workforce is estimated to be around 650. Boddington Gold Mine has a 
stated target of having 65 per cent of its workforce living within a 50-kilometre radius of the mine. 

The recommissioning of Boddington goldmine offers the opportunity for major economic and community 
benefits for this part of the Peel and wheatbelt regions. This project is a great example of the benefit of royalties 
for regions in helping to attract investment and increased job opportunities, and helping to improve the quality of 
life in the regions. It also demonstrates the value of this program in attracting commonwealth and industry 
partnership funds. 
 


